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National Central University

Department of Physics, Bylaw of the requirements and the
gualifying examination for PhD candidates for PhD

Program in Biophysics

Passed in the Institute Affairs Meeting on Dec. 01, 2009

Passed in the Institute Affairs Meeting on Jan. 06, 2010

Revised and Passed in the Academic Affairs Meeting of Physics Dept. on Dec. 07, 2010
Passed in the Institute Affairs Meeting on Jan. 05, 2011

Revised and Passed in the Academic Affairs Meeting of Physics Dept. on Oct. 11, 2011
Reported to the Academic Affairs Meeting on Jan. 11, 2012

Revised and Passed in the Academic Affairs Meeting of Physics Dept. on 8 January, 2013
Reported to the Academic Affairs Meeting on 20 March, 2013

1 This Bylaw is established in accordance with the “Examination Rules of Degree for
Master and Ph.D. Candidates, NCU”.

2  Candidates must satisfy the following requirements:

2.1

2.2

Satisfy the course requirements defined in “Department of Physics, National
Central University Regulation of Course Requirements for Master and Ph.D.
Programs in Biophysics.”

Specify a thesis advisor

Students must select a professor satisfying the “Department of Physics, National
Central University Guidelines for Qualification of PhD/Master Thesis Advisor and
Degree Examination Committee Member for Master and Ph.D. Programs in Biophysics”
as their thesis advisor.  If the student wants to select a thesis advisor who is not
associated with the Department of Physics, he/she has to select one from the
Institute or the Department of Physics as the co-advisor and apply in written
document to the Institute. Within three weeks, the director of the Institute will
convene in accord with the research field of the student an examining committee of
three to five people to determine the issue.

2.3 Pass the qualifying examination

2.3.1 The qualifying examination is held in an oral form. A student taking the
exam will give an oral presentation on current research results or proposed
research projects during his/her PhD study.

2.3.2 Students can apply for the PhD qualifying examination in each year, and
complete the qualifying examination within the semester.

2.3.3 The qualifying examination committee consists of three members, including
the dissertation advisor, a member invited by the dissertation advisor (whose
qualification is the same as in the PhD defense), and a member chosen by the
dissertation advisor from a list of faculties recommended by the Institute.
The committee member recommended by the Institute will be the chair of the
examination committee. A student whose thesis advisor is not associated
with the Institute and the Department of Physics should include his/her
co-advisor as a member.

2.3.4 The result of the qualifying examination will be decided by majority voting of
the examination committee. A report enclosing suggestions from the
examination committee will be filed with the Institute.

2.3.5 PhD students must pass the qualifying examination within two years after



enrollment (except for the period of leave). Students who have full-time jobs
or are pregnant can extend for one year.

2.3.6 Students who cannot pass the qualifying examination within the
above-mentioned period will be terminated from the program. Those who
enter the PhD Program without a master degree may return to the Master
Program upon the approval of the Institute Faculty Meeting.

2.4 Publications
Before applying for the PhD defense, the student (1) must have at least two papers
accepted by or published in SCI journals, in one of which the student has to be the
first author and in the other the student has to be the first author among graduate
student authors (if more than one), or (2) has one paper accepted by or published
in an SCI journal, another paper submitted to an SCI journal, in the reviewing
process and reaching the standard of an SCI paper by the defense committee,
where the two papers have to satisfy the first author requirements defined in (1).

2.5 The student has finished the preliminary version of his/her doctoral thesis.

After satisfying Articles 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, and 2.5 above, the doctoral candidate can apply for
an oral thesis defense. The defense has to be announced in the Institute and open to the
public.

3 If this bylaw is anywhere incomplete, students should consult with the related rules set by
the University and the Ministry of Education.

4 This bylaw will be enforced after approval by the Institute staff meeting and being
recorded at the Office of Academic Affairs. PhD students who enter the program before
the approval of this bylaw may opt to use it.



